
During the month of December, people will celebrate the holiday 

season for Chanukah, the birth of Jesus Christ and Kwanzaa.  Cha-

nukah is a Jewish holiday celebrating the Jews victory over the Syr-

ians who were their enemy.  It also commemorates the miracle of the oil that 

burned for eight days.  This is represented by the lighting of the menorah each 

day of Chanukah.  This holiday is also a time when Jewish families gather at 

festive dinners to light the menorah and give gifts.  Christmas is a holiday cel-

ebrating the birth of Jesus Christ.  During this time, Christians spread the mes-

sage of love, peace and joy.  Christmas signifies the birth of the Savior Jesus 

Christ and his arrival to save mankind.  Kwanzaa is derived from the Swahili 

phrase “mutanda ya kdwansa, meaning,” first fruits.  Kwanzaa consists of sev-

en days of celebration.  Kwanzaa features activities such as candle-lighting 

and the pouring of libations, enjoying the love of family and having a culmi-

nating feast with gift giving.   

 

During this holiday season, our teachers will be doing a lot of activities cen-

tered around the holiday season.  Some classes will have gift giving for others, 

holiday parties, and arts and crafts centered around the holidays.  The Decem-

ber curriculum has the following units:  Giving & Sharing, Hanukkah Tradi-

tions, Christmas Traditions, and Kwanzaa Traditions.  These units will teach 

the children about the holidays people celebrate during the month of Decem-

ber.  The administrative staff and teachers of Developing Minds wish all of our 

parents and children a safe, happy and blessed holiday season.  We wish you 

will share memorable moments with your family during this season of love, 

hope, family and sharing. 

Celebrating Holiday Traditions 
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Important Date 

• December 19-

Program at Friends 

Adult Day Care 

• December 24-Center 

closes at 3 pm 

• December 25 & 26 

Christmas Holiday 

Center closed,; Reo-

pen December 27 

• December 31-Center 

Closes at 3 pm 

• Jan. 1—Center Closed  

• January 2-Center 

Reopens 

 

Editor-Jackie  Streat 

Tuition Rate Increase 

Due to increased operating expenses, there will be a tuition rate increase for 

each child enrolled at our center.  Effective January 1, 2020, there will be a 

rate increase of $5 for each child.   Parents are asked to please make pay-

ments in January per their new tuition rate.   
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“God's love is a 

gift beyond 

measure that 

surrounds us 

and covers us 

when the fire 

of life rains 

down. It is 

God's love and 

the very rea-

son for the sea-

son that we 

call Christ-

mas.”  

Mary Souther-

land 

               Sharing the Christmas Joy 
 

During the Christmas season, our teachers discuss the subject 

of sharing and giving Christmas joy to other people.  On Decem-

ber 19th from 10 am to 11 am, the children in building 3102 

will perform a Christmas program to the adults at the Friends 

Adult Day Care.  Our children will be singing Christmas carols and spreading the Christmas 

joy to the adults attending the program.  In past years, the adults at Friends Adult Day Care 

have thoroughly enjoyed the children.   Our children in building 3102 will also enjoy a Christ-

mas party on December 20th.   Building 3100 classes will schedule individual class Christ-

mas parties.  Please check with your child’s teacher for details. 

  Inclement Weather Policy 

Parents are reminded to review the inclement weather policy as out-

lined in the parent handbook.  If Baltimore County Public Schools 

opens 1 hour late or is closed 1 hour early, our center will open 1 hour 

late or close 1 hour early.  If Baltimore County Public Schools opens 2 hours late or closes 

2 hours early, our center will open 2 hours late or close 2 hours early.  If Baltimore County 

Public Schools close for the entire day due to inclement weather, we will not open before 9 

a.m.   Parents are reminded that the center will open unless Ms. Tia has sent out a mes-

sage regarding the center closing.  If the center has to close due to extreme inclement 

weather, parents will be notified by the one call message system.  When inclement weather 

is predicted by the weather forecasters, please listen to the local TV and radio stations for 

updates and please listen to the full message sent to parents by Ms. Tia.   

Helping Kids Achieve 

A child’s development  during their early childhood is critical to their 

success in the years ahead.  Sometimes early intervention can help 

children  overcome speech impairments.  Charm City Therapy is an 

organization that helps children reach their potential one step at a time.  They spe-

cialize in occupational therapy and speech therapy.   Charm City is doing a free eval-

uation of our children and forms have been sent to parents for the free screening.   If 

your child appears to have a speech delay or any delay in development, please return 

the Charm City permission slip to your child’s teacher by Friday, December 6. 



 

• Children must be 
signed in and out by an 

authorized adult or 
person at least 16 years 

old per  Maryland 
child care license regu-

lations. 

• Parents are reminded to 

pick up their child on 

time at the end of the 

school day.  Late pick-

up fees are $20 for the 

first 5 minutes (6:31 pm 

–6:35 pm) and $5 for 

each additional minute. 

• As we approach winter, 
please review our in-
clement weather policy. 

 

• Please ensure your child 

has weather appropriate 

change of clothes since 

we are changing seasons. 

• Parents should ensure 

they have submitted 

their child’s Health In-

ventory Part II form and 

immunization form to 

the main office. 

• The cut-off time for our 

2-5 year old classes is 

9:30 am during the 

school year. 

• Infant and Toddler cut-

off is 10:00 am. 

• Breakfast is served from 

7:30 am to 8:00 am.. 

• Please label your child’s 

jackets, coats and hats.  

This will help prevent mis-

placement of belongings. 

“I will live this 

day as if it 

were 

Christmas. I 

will be a giver 

of gifts and 

deliver to my 

enemies the 

gift of 

forgiveness; 

my opponents, 

tolerance; my 

friends, a 

smile; my 

children, a 

good example, 

and every gift 

will be 

wrapped with 

unconditional 

love. “ 

Og Mandino 
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• Parents are asked not to 

double park in the park-

ing lot or speed in the 

parking lot..   

• Children are not allowed 

to use parent access codes 

because  this is a breach 

of security if a child or 

unauthorized person uses 

a parent’s access code. 

• It is extremely important 

that parents inform their 

child’s teacher of any al-

lergies their child may 

have. 

• If your child takes medica-

tion, the center must have 

a medication form com-

pleted by the doctor.  The 

medication must be in its 

original box with direc-

tions from the doctor on 

administering the medica-

tion. 

 

Parent Reminder 

                                              Recipe–Christmas Sugar Cookies       

2  3/4 cups of all purpose floor 1 1/2cup butter softened 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 teaspoon of baking powder  1 1/2 cup white sugar colored sugar and icing (for decorating) 

1/teaspoon of baking soda  1 egg 

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees.  In a bowl, stir together flour, baking soda, and baking powder.  In a large bowl, stir 

together softened butter,  sugar, egg and vanilla until smooth.  Gradually blend in the dry ingredients.  Once mixture is 

blended, roll rounded teaspoonful of dough into balls and place onto an ungreased cookie sheet.  Bake cookies for 8 to 

10 minutes or until golden brown.  Once cookies are cooled down, decorate the cookies with red, green and white 

icing or sprinkle cookies with colored sugars while warm. 



 

3102 Lord Baltimore Drive 

Suite 114 

Windsor Mill, MD  21244 

Phone: 410-944-5437 

Fax: 410-944-1506 

 

• Ms. Toyette and Ms. Jessica in Infant 3 would like to thank their parents for 
participating in the Friendsgiving day and to Tommie’s mom, Ms. Keara, 
for the cupcakes she donated. 

• Ms. Brenda in the 3’s 1 class gives her gratitude and thanks to her parents 
for their support, gifts and donations during the year. 

• Ms. Kim, teacher of the 3’s 2 class, would like to thank all her parents for a 
wonderful year.  Each parent’s participation and donations to our class is 
well appreciated.  Ms. Kim looks forward to a great New Year. 

• The PreK 1 teachers, Ms. Keysha and Ms. Diaira, would like to thank  Ms. 
Crystal and Ms. Margaret for their help with the Thanksgiving luncheon.  
You are very much appreciated.   

• Ms. Keysha, building coordinator and teacher, thanks each and every parent 
for participating in the PreK activities during 2019. 

• The office administrative staff, Ms. Jackie and Ms. Vicky, would like to 
thank all parents for allowing us to serve you and your child during the 
year.  May you have a wonderful and blessed holiday and New Year. 

A Christmas Message from Ms. Tia 
During this  Christmas season may you and your family enjoy peace, 
joy, love, faith and a Happy New Year. 

Children 

Dallas B.  12/3 
William S.  12/4 
Ian J.   12/7 
Nova B.   12/13 
Maurice M.  12/14 
Gordon R.  12/18 
Kyrie S.   12/18 
Jisselle A.  12/19 
Jaxson M.  12/22 
Zoe T.   12/27 
 

December Birthdays 

Parent Thank You’s 

Developing Minds 

We’re on 

Facebook 

and Twitter 

Teachers 

Ms. Malayah H.  12/16 

Please Note: 

If you have difficulties with our 410-

944-5437 line, please use our other 

exchanges (1340, 1341, 1342) to con-

tact the center. 
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Staff Welcome and Changes 

Developing Minds welcome Ms. Janice to the PreK 1 class.  Ms. Janice is an ex-
perienced child care teacher.  She will be replacing Ms. Zvonna, who is now a 
floater.  We also welcome Ms. Nina to the Two’s  1 class. 


